
1

August 2026 visitor arrivals totaled 7,565, increasing by 602 visitors from July’s 6,963 and continuing the
recovery from the June 2026 low of 5,925. This represents the highest monthly arrival total recorded so far in
the second half of the year and reflects sustained demand across several key source markets.

Arrivals in August were led by China with 2,398 visitors, followed by Taiwan (1,459), Japan (1,258), Others
(844), USA/Canada (843), Europe (395), Australia (300), and South Korea (68). Compared with July, arrivals
increased from Japan, Taiwan, South Korea, Europe, Australia, and Others. Japan showed the largest monthly
increase, rising by 487 visitors, while Others also recorded a notable increase of 535 visitors. China and
USA/Canada declined from the previous month, but overall gains across the remaining markets were enough
to lift total arrivals.

Compared with August 2025, total visitor arrivals increased by 1,504 visitors, from 6,061 to 7,565,
representing a 25% year-on-year increase. Growth was particularly evident from Japan, Taiwan, Europe,
Australia, and Others, while China arrivals were slightly lower than the same period last year. Despite lower
arrivals from China and USA/Canada compared with August 2025, stronger performance from the other
markets supported the overall increase.

The month’s result indicates that Palau’s visitor market continues to strengthen following the mid-year
slowdown. While China remains the largest source market, the recovery in August was supported by more
diversified growth, particularly from Japan, Taiwan, Europe, Australia, and other regional markets. The PIF-
related movement also provided an additional boost to arrivals and demonstrates the positive impact that
major regional events can have on visitor volumes, accommodation demand, and related tourism activity. This
broader market contribution provides a more stable outlook heading into the remaining months of 2026.

Visitor arrivals by Fiscal Year: Comparison Oct’24~Sept’25 vs. Oct’25~Sept’26 
 

Summary

RANKING OF KEY MARKETS

PLEASE NOTE: Due to a change in PVA data source, starting in October 2016, and until further notice, PVA will be reporting its visitor arrival statistics based solely on NATIONALITY and VISITORS. 
Source: Monthly Reports are compiled from the Division of Immigration’s arrival and departure data and processed by the Palau Visitors Authority’s Strategic Planning Department.

Visitor arrivals by Calendar Year: Comparison 2025 vs. 2026 Monthly Arrivals By Key Markets and YOY percentage change
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Palau welcomed 58,605 visitors from January to August 2026, an increase of 26% compared with 46,400 visitors during the same period in 2025. The result shows that
tourism growth has remained strong through the first eight months of the year, with increases recorded across all major source markets and supported by a broader mix of
visitors.

Growth ranking
Japan: 83%
Australia: 68%
South Korea: 56%
China: 38%
Europe: 16%
Others: 7%
Taiwan: 4%
USA/Canada: 1%

Growth was led by Japan, which increased by 83%, followed by Australia at 68%, South Korea at 56%, and China at 38%. Japan’s strong year-to-date performance reflects
a significant recovery from the market compared with the same period last year. China remained the largest source market overall with 20,792 visitors, while Taiwan
continued to provide a stable contribution with 9,983 visitors, a 4% increase from January–August 2025.

Europe recorded growth of 16%, while Others increased by 7%. USA/Canada and Taiwan showed more modest gains of 1% and 4%, respectively, but both markets
remained important contributors to total arrivals. Unlike the January–July comparison, all markets recorded positive year-on-year growth through August, demonstrating a
more balanced improvement across Palau’s visitor markets.

The August results added further momentum to the year-to-date performance, with monthly arrivals reaching 7,565 visitors. The increase was supported by stronger arrivals
from Japan, Taiwan, Europe, Australia, South Korea, and the Others category, as well as early visitor movement associated with the Pacific Islands Forum. This contributed
to the continued improvement in overall arrivals following the mid-year easing.

Overall, January–August 2026 reflects a positive and broadly based tourism recovery. While China continues to lead total arrivals, strong percentage growth from Japan,
Australia, South Korea, and China has helped diversify the market base. Maintaining this momentum through the remaining months of the year, while continuing to support
quality visitation and sustainable destination management, will be important for Palau’s tourism sector.

Year-on-Year Comparative Report: Visitor Arrivals
January–August 2025 vs. January–August 2026

Total Visitor Arrivals, Ranking and Percentage Share by Key Markets January~August 2026

Australia 5%
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Monthly Arrivals by Country Group

This table presents the breakdown of visitor arrivals to Palau by country and region from August 2026. It details monthly

and total arrivals for each source market, highlighting both Palau’s key tourism markets—Japan, South Korea, Taiwan,

China, USA/Canada, Europe, Australia, and Others— additional  markets across Asia, North America, Central and South

America, Europe, the Middle East, Africa, and Oceania.
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Jan-Aug Arrivals by Age Group Jan-Aug Arrivals by Gender

Market Share Comparison 

JAN~AUG 2026 Arrivals By Gender and Age Group

Current distribution of visitors to Palau and how it has changed compared to the previous month and the same period in the previous year.
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Visitor Nights by Key Markets: Comparison 2025 vs. 2026
Total number of nights visitors spends in Palau - Monthly, by Key Markets

Visitor nights: Past Ten Years

Average Length of Stay: Past Ten Years

A "visitor night" denotes each overnight stay by a visitor within Palau's tourist accommodation establishments or non-rented
accommodations. Our methodology involves the following calculations: 

1.Commencing with the determination of the average duration of stay for visitors from each country on a monthly basis.
2.Exclusion of individuals with stays exceeding 30 days, categorizing them as residents rather than tourists.
3.Multiplication of the aforementioned average stay duration by the respective total count of visitors from each country.

 This computation yields the aggregate number of nights spent by tourists while visiting Palau.

Average Length of Stay: Comparison 2025 vs. 2026

The table provides an overview of the visitor’s Length of Stay (LOS) in Palau, categorized by key markets. It displays the average number of nights spent by tourists from each key
market during their visits to Palau. The data is derived by dividing the total number of nights spent by tourists from each market by the respective total number of tourists.

Average Length of stay is based on records where Departures and arrivals could be matched, excluding any that stayed longer than 30 days
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PERCENTAGE SHARE
 

In August 2026, Palau continued to rely on a mix of commercial airlines, private aircraft, motor vessels, and military transport to facilitate visitor

arrivals. The data show that each carrier and transport mode served a distinct market profile, with major airlines continuing to support Palau’s

primary visitor markets while alternative transport modes contributed to regional connectivity, business travel, and special-purpose travel.

Airline Contributions

China Airlines remained primarily connected to the Taiwan market accounting for 72% of its passenger share. Japan 6%, USA/Canada 5%,

Europe 10%, and Others 5%.

United Airlines continued to be an important carrier for Japanese 47% and North American 30% visitors and Others at 15%. 

Cambodia Airways remained overwhelmingly China-focused, with China accounting for 97.9% of its passenger mix. 

Hong Kong Airlines was almost entirely supported by the China market, which represented 99%.

Greater Bay Airlines also remained strongly connected to China, with China representing 95% of its passenger share.

Qantas continued to serve mainly Australian travelers, with Australia accounting for 51% of its volume. Others represented 34%, 

      followed by Europe at 8%, USA/Canada at 4%, 

Philippine Airlines carried a more diversified market mix, led by Japan at 39%, followed by Others at 29.1%, USA/Canada at 10%.

Pacific Mission Aviation was primarily supported by the Others category at 77%, followed by Europe at 19% and USA/Canada at 3%. 

This profile reflects its role in serving regional, operational, and special-purpose travel needs.

Other Transport Modes

Private Planes: Captured a mix of travelers, with Japan leading at 43%, followed by the USA/Canada (29%) and "Others" (29%).

Military: Military-related arrivals were concentrated in the Other market category (37%), followed by USA/Canada (33%) Australia (29%). 

Sailing Yacht: Derived nearly all of their arrivals from Europe (89%), with USA/Canada comprising the remaining 11%.

Overall, the months transportation data show that Palau’s air and sea access remained diversified across key visitor markets. China-focused carriers

continued to provide the main transport links for Chinese visitors, while United Airlines, China Airlines, Qantas, and Philippine Airlines played

important roles in supporting arrivals from Japan, Taiwan, USA/Canada, Australia, and other regional markets. The high share of “Others” through

Pacific Mission Aviation and private planes may also reflect PIF-related regional, official, media, technical, and support travel arriving ahead of the

event

BY MODE OF TRANSPORTATION  AND KEY MARKETS % SHARE
The table illustrates the breakdown of total arrivals in August 2026 amounting to 7,565 categorized by key markets and mode of transportation.

2026 MODE OF
TRANSPORTATION

The chart shows total arrivals by mode of transportation, indicating the percentage share by key market.

AUGUST 2026 Mode of Transportation % SHARE
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ALL YEARS BY KEY MARKETS: 1980 ~ 2026 (AUGUST)
T h e  t a b l e  d i s p l a y s  a r r i v a l  d a t a  s p a n n i n g  f r o m  1 9 8 0  t o  A u g u s t  2 0 2 6 ,  o r g a n i z e d  o n  a  y e a r l y
b a s i s  a n d  s e g m e n t e d  b y  k e y  m a r k e t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  J a p a n ,  S o u t h  K o r e a ,  T a i w a n ,  C h i n a ,
U S A / C a n a d a ,  E u r o p e ,  A u s t r a l i a  a n d  t h e  " O t h e r s "  c a t e g o r y .  T h e  " O t h e r s "  c a t e g o r y
e n c o m p a s s e s  a l l  r e m a i n i n g  a r r i v a l s  t h a t  d o  n o t  c o n s t i t u t e  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  p o r t i o n .



AUGUST 2026 HAPPENINGSAUGUST 2026 HAPPENINGSAUGUST 2026 HAPPENINGS   AUGUST 2026 HAPPENINGS 
Airline Operations: Other scheduled and chartered airlines continue suspended operations until further
notice.

United Airlines: The airline operates 10 scheduled flights per week to Koror (ROR), Palau, aligning with
recent expansions in regional connectivity. This includes 6 flights from Guam, 2 from Manila, and 2 new direct
flights from Tokyo Narita since October 29, 2025.

China Airlines: Scheduled Flight arriving two times a week from Taiwan since April 2021. Flights increased to
4 times a week.

Cambodia Airlines: Charter Flight operating twice a week from Macau since April 2023

Palau Mission Aviation (PMA): Commence Operation since August 2023 servicing Yap and Palau. 

Nauru Airlines (Island Hopper): Scheduled Flight arriving once a week from Pohnpei since December 2023.
Brisbane→Nauru→Tarawa→Majuro→Pohnpei→Palau - Ceased operations June 2026

Hong Kong Airlines: Charter Flight operating twice a week from Hong Kong since September 2024.

Qantas Airlines: Scheduled flight, once a week from Brisbane operating since December 2024.

Greater Bay Airlines:  - Charter flight | The airline runs direct flights connecting Hong Kong to Palau, making
it a key carrier on this route. The flights are charters and started service around July 2025. Greater Bay
Airlines is known for serving top Asian destinations and includes Palau in its network as part of their
expanding route map.

Philippine Airlines: Scheduled Flight arriving twice a week from Manila, Philippines started this March
30,2026

For flight schedules, please visit:
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August 01, 2026: Australian Government and PVA Sign Grant Agreement for Ngcheschang Living Heritage Village
Initiative. On Saturday, August 1, 2026, the Palau Visitors Authority (PVA) and the Australian Government signed a Grant
Agreement in Ngcheschang Village, Airai State, to fund the Ngcheschang Living Heritage Village Initiative. This
community-based cultural tourism project aims to preserve Palauan culture and promote local sustainable economic
growth.

August 05, 2026: Alii Pass Site Assessment in Ngchesar State
The Palau Visitors Authority (PVA) visited Ngchesar State on August 5, 2026, to assess potential Alii Pass locations. The
team reviewed natural and cultural attractions, infrastructure, and tour services, aiming to enhance community-based
tourism and create local economic opportunities. 

August 12-18, 2026: In preparation for the Micronesian Islands Forum in Pohnpei and the Pacific Islands Forum hosted
in Palau, Director Peter Polloi of the Bureau of Aviation & Palau National Aviation Administration and Palau Visitors
Authority Marketing Representative Kiruu Kanai traveled to Chuuk State from August 12–18, 2026, to participate in the
Chief Executive Council (CEC) meeting of the Federated States of Micronesia (FSM). The delegation was invited by the
Honorable Alexander Narruhn, Governor of Chuuk State in partnership with Caroline Islands Air, to present to the CEC
on opportunities to strengthen regional air connectivity, with Palau positioned as a potential gateway and regional hub
for travel to the FSM.

August 18-20, 2026: The Palau Visitors Authority (PVA) participated as an exhibitor at the PATA Travel Mart 2026, held
from August 18–20, 2026, at the Borneo Convention Centre Kuching in Sarawak, Malaysia. PVA was represented at the
event by Ms. Sharrise I. Ngiraked and Ms. Gianna O. Gerald. PATA Travel Mart 2026 served as a primary Business-to-
Business (B2B) travel trade show, facilitating connections across the international tourism supply chain and fostering
sustainable tourism solutions alongside national tourism authorities and trade partners.

August 25, 2026: Executive Walk & Pick Event in Ngiwal and Melekeok Following an Executive Order issued by
President Surangel S. Whipps Jr., the PVA ONE TEAM collaborated with the Ministry of HRCTD on Tuesday, August 25,
2026, to participate in an Executive Walk & Pick. The initiative spanned from Imekang Port located in Ngiwal State to
the Capitol complex in Ngerulmud, Melekeok, supporting ongoing community efforts to preserve Palau's natural
environment.

August 31, 2026: A memorable gathering of Pacific leaders and representatives as we officially opened the 55th Pacific
Islands Forum Leaders Meeting on August 31, 2026. A meaningful occasion celebrating Pacific Unity, cooperation, and
our shared commitment to a stronger and more connected Blue Pacific.

https://www.palau-airport.com/flights-schedule

https://www.facebook.com/ministryofhrctd?__cft__[0]=AZi4YYlUXtGk4MlkL3H2my9l-ZkURHZ8lPnCj_t6XEH3brHYTwSNzFIA1n3N3_Hhf3dbthsLDCP4_7ZDJcRXwxAuWMbtP8nPMThKtjtGXtRTmPIqlzLSwwu6vKTkyAJQI88RJJ4Gk6JDX8zrFOcy1mzJ8cHxdyKBzu4YUZcVbtewFNB8aKOzsw16bDQ&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.palau-airport.com/flights-schedule


9

WebsiteWebsiteWebsite

In August 2026, the website recorded a total of 19,330 sessions. Organic search remained the leading acquisition
channel at 45.2%, closely followed by direct web traffic at 42.9%. The highest session volumes originated from
China, the United States, Palau, Australia, Singapore, and Japan.

Audience engagement centered heavily on key trip-planning materials and official destination directories. The
most requested pages included the core Visit Palau portal, accommodation options, drone registration forms,
business directory listings, cultural insights, traveler tips, 7-day itineraries, and travel entry guidelines. Search
volume continued to focus on primary queries such as “palau,” “palau island,” “palau tourism,” “palau visitor,” “visit
palau,” and “pristine paradise.” These search patterns demonstrate that prospective travelers relied on the
platform as an essential hub for destination research and trip logistics.

https://pristineparadisepalau.com/beyond-the-dive/
https://pristineparadisepalau.com/beyond-the-dive/
https://pristineparadisepalau.com/beyond-the-dive/
https://pristineparadisepalau.com/beyond-the-dive/
https://pristineparadisepalau.com/
https://pristineparadisepalau.com/
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According to the latest entries registered through the
Palau Entry Forms, Palau welcomed 7,399 international
arrivals during August 2026.

First-time visitors constituted 75% of total travelers, while
repeat guests made up the remaining 25%. Vacationing
remained the top primary reason for travel at 63%. Official
and professional engagements saw a notable surge, largely
driven by Palau hosting the 55th Pacific Islands Forum
Leaders Meeting; corporate conferences and meetings
represented 25.8% of arrivals, while diplomatic and
international organization missions accounted for 11.3%.

On-island agendas were led by aquatic recreation, as
swimming and snorkeling secured the top spot among
activities. Land-based sightseeing, scuba diving,
shopping, and cultural or historical tours rounded out the
top five pursuits.

Online channels continued to serve as the chief driver of
trip discovery, guiding 45% of visitors, followed by
recommendations from friends and family at 18%.
Commercial tour operators accounted for 10%, social
media channels generated 8%, travel agents inspired 7%,
and 6% cited memories of a previous visit.

When making travel arrangements, the majority of visitors
secured their itineraries through tour agents. Direct self-
booking served as the next most popular channel, with
smaller portions relying on assistance from family or
friends or purchasing vacation packages..
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2 %

Mote l

Purpose of Travel

Regarding lodging choices in August 2026, standard hotel properties remained
the top selection, accommodating 51.2% of guests. High-end resorts captured an
increased share of 43% of total bookings. Alternative options accounted for minor
portions, with apartment rentals making up 2.9% and motels housing 2.9%.

An analysis of annual household earnings reveals that visitors opting to keep their
financial details private formed the largest single group at 16%. Households
making under $16,000 and those with high earnings exceeding $100,000 tied as
the next largest brackets at 15% each. Meanwhile, travelers earning $20,000–
$40,000 represented 13% of the total. Both the $40,000–$60,000 and $60,000–
$80,000 income groups stood at 11%, followed by $16,000–$20,000 at 10%, and
$80,000–$100,000 rounding out the breakdown at 7%.

.
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