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Palau welcomed 6,266 visitors in May 2026, down from 7,507 in April, but still above May 2025 levels,
showing that arrivals remained relatively strong even after the April peak. The month points to a healthy
but softer stage in the travel cycle, with demand still spread across several markets rather than
concentrated in just one.

May arrivals were led by China (2,213), followed by USA/Canada (912), Taiwan (857), Japan (755),
Europe (558), Others (516), Australia (410), and South Korea (45). Compared with April, China, Japan,
Taiwan, Europe, and South Korea all eased, while USA/Canada increased and Australia held steady,
giving the month a more mixed market picture.

Compared with May 2025, total arrivals rose by about 32%, supported by major gains from China, Japan,
Europe, Australia, and USA/Canada. This year-on-year growth suggests that Palau’s tourism recovery
remains on track, with broader market strength helping offset month-to-month fluctuations.

Month over month, May recorded a decline from April, which is consistent with a normal easing after the
stronger second-quarter start. Even so, the numbers show that visitation stayed resilient, and the
continued leadership of China, along with solid contributions from USA/Canada and Taiwan, helped keep
overall performance stable.

Overall, May 2026 reflects a short-term slowdown within an otherwise positive trend, with arrivals
remaining diversified and well above last year’s level. The pattern suggests Palau’s tourism base is still
rebuilding in a measured and sustainable way, supported by multiple source markets rather than a single
driver.

Visitor arrivals by Fiscal Year: Comparison Oct’24~Sept’25 vs. Oct’25~Sept’26 
 

Summary

RANKING OF KEY MARKETS

PLEASE NOTE: Due to a change in PVA data source, starting in October 2016, and until further notice, PVA will be reporting its visitor arrival statistics based solely on NATIONALITY and VISITORS. 
Source: Monthly Reports are compiled from the Division of Immigration’s arrival and departure data and processed by the Palau Visitors Authority’s Strategic Planning Department.

Visitor arrivals by Calendar Year: Comparison 2025 vs. 2026 Monthly Arrivals By Key Markets and YOY percentage change
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Palau welcomed 38,152 visitors in January–May 2026, up 37% from 27,917 in the same period of 2025, extending the strong growth
seen earlier in the year into May. The increase shows that tourism is continuing to recover at a healthy pace, with gains spread across
the main source markets rather than depending on just one or two.

Growth Ranking
Australia — 87%.
South Korea — 80%.
Japan — 74%.
China — 52%.
Others — 34%.
Europe — 23%.
USA/Canada — 12%
Taiwan — 4%

The added May numbers helped lift the year-to-date total further, even with the month-to-month slowdown that followed April’s stronger
performance. Growth continues to be shaped by healthy market diversification and sustained interest from key source countries, which
supports a more stable tourism outlook for Palau.Overall, January–May 2026 shows a positive and well-balanced trend, with broad-
based improvements across all major markets and continued momentum into the second quarter. As Palau moves deeper into 2026, the
focus remains on maintaining this pace while supporting quality visitation and long-term balance for the destination.

Year-on-Year Comparative Report: Visitor Arrivals

 January–May 2025 vs. January–May 2026

Total Visitor Arrivals, Ranking and Percentage Share by Key Markets January~May 2026

Australia 5%



3

Monthly Arrivals by Country Group
This table presents the breakdown of visitor arrivals to Palau by country and region from May 2026. It details monthly and total arrivals

for each source market, highlighting both Palau’s key tourism markets—Japan, South Korea, Taiwan, China, USA/Canada, Europe,

Australia, and Others— additional  markets across Asia, North America, Central and South America, Europe, the Middle East, Africa, and

Oceania.
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Jan-May  Arrivals by Age Group Jan-May Arrivals by Gender

Market Share Comparison 

JAN~MAY 2026 Arrivals By Gender and Age Group

Current distribution of visitors to Palau and how it has changed compared to the previous month and the same period in the previous year.
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Visitor Nights by Key Markets: Comparison 2025 vs. 2026
Total number of nights visitors spends in Palau - Monthly, by Key Markets

Visitor nights: Past Ten Years

Average Length of Stay: Past Ten Years

A "visitor night" denotes each overnight stay by a visitor within Palau's tourist accommodation establishments or non-rented
accommodations. Our methodology involves the following calculations: 

1.Commencing with the determination of the average duration of stay for visitors from each country on a monthly basis.
2.Exclusion of individuals with stays exceeding 30 days, categorizing them as residents rather than tourists.
3.Multiplication of the aforementioned average stay duration by the respective total count of visitors from each country.

 This computation yields the aggregate number of nights spent by tourists while visiting Palau.

Average Length of Stay: Comparison 2025 vs. 2026

The table provides an overview of the visitor’s Length of Stay (LOS) in Palau, categorized by key markets. It displays the average number of nights spent by tourists from each key
market during their visits to Palau. The data is derived by dividing the total number of nights spent by tourists from each market by the respective total number of tourists.

Average Length of stay is based on records where Departures and arrivals could be matched, excluding any that stayed longer than 30 days
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PERCENTAGE SHARE
 

In May 2026, Palau maintained a diverse range of air and sea access options supporting inbound tourism. Scheduled carriers included China

Airlines, United Airlines, Pacific Mission Aviation, Nauru Airlines, Qantas, and Philippine Airlines, which began operations in April. Charter

services were also provided by airlines such as Cambodia Airways, Hong Kong Airlines, and Greater Bay Airlines, while private aircraft and

military flights added to overall visitor access.

Key Airlines and Market Contributions

1.China Airlines: strongest in Taiwan (59%), then Europe (15%) and USA/Canada (11%) .

2.United Airlines: strongest in USA/Canada (42%), then Japan (39%) and Others (11%) .

3.Cambodia Airways: overwhelmingly in China (97.6%) .

4.Pacific Mission Aviation: tied across Europe (33%) and USA/Canada (33%), with Others (28%) next .

5.Nauru Airlines: mostly Others (79%), with Europe (8%) and Australia (8%) .

6.Qantas: mainly Australia (74%), then Others (15%) and Europe (7%) .

7.Hong Kong Airlines: almost entirely China (99%) .

8.Philippine Airlines: led by Others (42.1%), followed by Japan (22%) and USA/Canada (17%) .

9.Greater Bay Airlines: concentrated in China (97%) .

Other modes of transporation

1.Cruise Ship: dominated by Europe (94%) .

2.Private Plane: split mainly between Japan (57%) and USA/Canada (43%) .

3.Sailing Yacht: entirely Others (100%) .

Palau’s diverse transportation network continued to support solid visitor arrivals in May 2026, with strong air connectivity maintained by

established carriers and key market links across major origin points. Beyond tourism, these routes remained vital for cargo deliveries, medical

transport, and everyday mobility, helping sustain local businesses, community access, and broader economic activity.

BY MODE OF TRANSPORTATION  AND KEY MARKETS % SHARE
The table illustrates the breakdown of total arrivals in May 2026 amounting to 6,266 categorized by key markets and
mode of transportation.

2026 MODE OF
TRANSPORTATION

The chart shows total arrivals by mode of transportation, indicating the percentage share by key market.

MAY 2026 Mode of Transportation % SHARE
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ALL YEARS BY KEY MARKETS: 1980 ~ 2026 (MAY)
T h e  t a b l e  d i s p l a y s  a r r i v a l  d a t a  s p a n n i n g  f r o m  1 9 8 0  t o  M a y  2 0 2 6 ,  o r g a n i z e d  o n  a  y e a r l y
b a s i s  a n d  s e g m e n t e d  b y  k e y  m a r k e t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  J a p a n ,  S o u t h  K o r e a ,  T a i w a n ,  C h i n a ,
U S A / C a n a d a ,  E u r o p e ,  A u s t r a l i a  a n d  t h e  " O t h e r s "  c a t e g o r y .  T h e  " O t h e r s "  c a t e g o r y
e n c o m p a s s e s  a l l  r e m a i n i n g  a r r i v a l s  t h a t  d o  n o t  c o n s t i t u t e  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  p o r t i o n .



MAY 2026 HAPPENINGSMAY 2026 HAPPENINGSMAY 2026 HAPPENINGS   MAY 2026 HAPPENINGS 
Airline Operations: Other scheduled and chartered airlines continue suspended operations until further notice.

United Airlines: The airline operates 10 scheduled flights per week to Koror (ROR), Palau, aligning with recent expansions in regional
connectivity. This includes 6 flights from Guam, 2 from Manila, and 2 new direct flights from Tokyo Narita since October 29, 2025.

China Airlines: Scheduled Flight arriving two times a week from Taiwan since April 2021. Flights increased to 4 times a week.

Cambodia Airlines: Charter Flight operating twice a week from Macau since April 2023

Palau Mission Aviation (PMA): Commence Operation since August 2023 servicing Yap and Palau. 

Nauru Airlines (Island Hopper): Scheduled Flight arriving once a week from Pohnpei since December 2023.
Brisbane→Nauru→Tarawa→Majuro→Pohnpei→Palau

Hong Kong Airlines: Charter Flight operating twice a week from Hong Kong since September 2024.

Qantas Airlines: Scheduled flight, once a week from Brisbane operating since December 2024.

Greater Bay Airlines:  - Charter flight | The airline runs direct flights connecting Hong Kong to Palau, making it a key carrier on this
route. The flights are charters and started service around July 2025. Greater Bay Airlines is known for serving top Asian destinations
and includes Palau in its network as part of their expanding route map.

Philippine Airlines: Scheduled Flight arriving twice a week from Manila, Philippines started this March 30,2026

For flight schedules, please visit: https://www.palau-airport.com/flights-schedule
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May 10 - 15, 2026: SPUMS 54th Annual Scientific Meeting
The South Pacific Underwater Medicine Society (SPUMS) held its 54th Annual Scientific Meeting in Palau from May 10–15,
2026, at the Palasia Hotel in Koror. This international conference focused on underwater medicine, diving physiology, and diver
safety.A total of 174 participants from around the world attended the event, including 136 official conference delegates who
were diving physicians, hyperbaric specialists, and researchers. This represented record attendance for a SPUMS Annual
Scientific Meeting.During their stay, 133 divers completed 1,256 dives, 27 snorkelers joined marine excursions, and 18 free
divers attended workshops. The guests stayed for 6 nights and contributed to Palau's tourism sector through accommodation,
dining, marine activities, transportation, and conference-related spending.This event positioned Palau as a premier destination
for specialized medical-tourism conferences, successfully combining scientific education with Pacific diving experiences while
delivering record-breaking attendance for the organization. 

May 11, 2026: The arrival of the traditional voyaging canoe Alingano Maisu in Palau on May 11, 2026, marked the successful
conclusion of a recent journey, bringing with it "stories of voyage, tradition, and island pride.” The vessel's voyage to Taiwan
had begun on February 15, 2026, as an initiative to promote traditional seafaring knowledge, cultural exchange, and the strong
diplomatic ties between Palau and Taiwan. The Alingano Maisu successfully reached its destination, making a landmark arrival
in Kaohsiung, Taiwan, on March 11, 2026. This voyage underscored the enduring skill of Pacific island navigators by utilizing
traditional, non-instrument practices like star-pathfinding and observing wave patterns. The canoe has a record of successful
traditional navigation, including a prior round-trip voyage from Palau to Taiwan completed on June 16, 2025. 

May 25-27, 2026: The Palau Development Symposium 2026 was a three-day gathering held at the Ngarachamayong Cultural
Center, focusing on ideas, innovation, and conversations important to the future of Palau. The schedule included: May 25 —
Makit Workshop & Youth Shark Tank (Supporting local businesses and young Palauan entrepreneurs); May 26 — Social Security
& Pension Workshop (Discussion on retirement, benefits, and planning); May 27 — PPUC Forum & Closing Session (Community
dialogue on utility rates, sustainability, and long-term solutions). Hosted by the Office of the President and Ministry of Finance.

www.diveplanit.com

https://www.palau-airport.com/flights-schedule
https://www.diveplanit.com/events/record-attendance-at-spums-2026-asm-palau/
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WebsiteWebsiteWebsite

In May 2026, the website saw stronger overall activity, with 16,129 sessions, up from April’s 12,025, showing
renewed interest in the site. Traffic was still led by organic search and direct visits, while the top audience
markets remained the United States, Singapore, Palau, Australia, China, and Japan.

Visitors continued to focus on practical trip-planning content, especially the main Visit Palau page,
stay/accommodation information, culture, 7-day itineraries, drone registration, traveler tips, and entry
requirements. Search demand was also centered on Palau-related terms such as “palau,” “palau island,” and
“palau tourism,” suggesting that users were actively looking for destination information and official travel
resources. Overall, May shows healthy engagement and steady demand for travel-planning content, with the site
continuing to serve as an important source for both inspiration and official visitor guidance.

https://pristineparadisepalau.com/beyond-the-dive/
https://pristineparadisepalau.com/beyond-the-dive/
https://pristineparadisepalau.com/beyond-the-dive/
https://pristineparadisepalau.com/beyond-the-dive/
https://pristineparadisepalau.com/
https://pristineparadisepalau.com/
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PALAU ENTRY FORMS
SUMMARY REPORT

How Travelers hear
about Palau

Accommodation in Palau
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According to the Palau Entry Form data, a total of
5,742 travelers chose Palau as their destination in May
2026.

Newcomers dominated the arrival numbers at 78%,
whereas returning visitors made up 22%. In terms of
what brought people to the island, 87.6% came seeking
a tropical getaway, 7.7% flew in for corporate
conferences or professional events, and 4.7% journeyed
to reconnect with loved ones.

In-destination itineraries centered around the island's
marine wonders, with swimming, snorkeling, and diving
topping the priority list. Meanwhile, land-based
excursions saw sightseers exploring local markets,
historical landmarks, and cultural heritage sites.

Online platforms served as the primary spark for these
trips, inspiring 44% of departures, while word-of-mouth
from friends and family motivated 21%. Rounding out
the influences were social media channels (10%),
commercial tour operators (9%), traditional travel
consultants (6%), and nostalgia from a past journey
(5%).

When it came time to secure their itineraries, most
vacationers relied on booking agencies. The remaining
arrivals opted for independent DIY planning, personal
guidance from close connections, or ready-made
holiday packages
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3 %

L i veaboa rd

Purpose of Travel

When looking at where guests chose to stay, standard hotel rooms housed the
highest share of travelers at 59.9%. Upscale resorts served as the next most
frequent selection, capturing 33.1% of the total bookings. Far fewer vacationers
selected motel accommodations at 4%, while a niche 3% opted for unique
liveaboard vessel experiences.

A review of yearly household earnings highlights that the two biggest visitor
brackets were those making under $16,000 at 17%, alongside those bringing home
$20,000–$40,000 at 15%. Matching that high-end tier, wealthy individuals with
incomes exceeding $100,000 also represented 15% of the crowd. Meanwhile, 13% of
surveyed guests chose to keep their financial backgrounds private, and the
remaining middle-income brackets distributed between $40,000 and $100,000
accounted for varying slices ranging from 12% down to 7%

V i s i t i ng
F r i ends /Re l a t i ves

4 . 7 %
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