
PLEASE NOTE: Due to a change in PVA data source, starting in October

2016, and until further notice, PVA will be reporting its visitor arrival

statistics based solely on NATIONALITY and VISITORS. Source: Monthly

Reports are compiled from the Division of Immigration’s arrival and

departure data and processed by the Palau Visitors Authority’s Strategic

Planning Department.

OCTOBER 2023 Summary

Visitor arrivals by Calendar Year: Comparison 2022 vs. 2023– Monthly Arrivals By Key Markets and YOY percentage change
 

The tourist arrivals to Palau in October 2023 totaled 3,250, reflecting an 11% decrease
compared to September 2023. However, this figure represents a significant 176% increase
compared to the same period in the previous year, October 2022. China maintained its
dominance, constituting 35% of the total arrivals, followed by the USA/Canada at 22%, and
Taiwan at 19%. All other markets represent 10% or less of the market share.  Cumulative
arrivals from January to October 2023 reached a total of 33,341, indicating a an increase of
170% compared to the entire year's arrivals in 2022. This increase suggests a positive trend in
2023 compared to the preceding years of 2020-2022. Furthermore, the monthly arrivals for this
year average at 3,334. Considering this average, if arrivals for the remaining months align with
the demonstrated monthly average, the projected total arrivals for 2023 would approximate
40,000.

Visitor arrivals by Fiscal Year: Comparison FY2022 vs. FY2023– Monthly Arrivals By Key Markets and YOY percentage change
 

 



BY MODE OF TRANSPORTATION  AND KEY MARKETS % SHARE
 

For 2023, a total of 8 air services were in operation; however, Lanmei Air and Jeju Air have ceased their services. Currently, there are six operational air services,
including scheduled airlines such as United Airlines, China Airlines, Air Niugini, and Palau Mission Aviation. Additionally, there are chartered airlines, namely Cambodia
Airlines and Sky Angkor. In addition to these, there have been several private air services that arrived this year. Beyond air travel, alternative modes of transportation
include cruise ships, sailboats, yachts, research vessels, and military . As of October 2023, China Airlines accounts for 34% of arrivals, followed by United Airlines at
33%, and Cambodia Airlines at 17%, alternative modes of transportation represent less than 5% of arrivals.

The table illustrates the breakdown of total arrivals from January to October 2023, amounting to 33,341, categorized by key markets and mode of transportation. It is
indicated in percentage share.

2023 MODE OF
TRANSPORTATION

BY MODE OF TRANSPORTATION % SHARE
 The chart shows total arrivals by mode of transportation, indicating the percentage share



Average Length of stay is based on records  where Departures and arrivals could be matched, excluding any that stayed longer than 30 days

 

Visitor Nights by Key Markets: Comparison 2022 vs. 2023 
 Visitor nights: total number of nights visitors spends in Palau - Monthly, by Key Markets

 

Visitor nights: Past Ten Years

 

Average Length of Stay: Past Ten Years

 



Market Share Comparison 
 

 

By Gender and Age Group

Current distribution of visitors to Palau and how it has changed compared to the previous month and the same period in the previous
year.

In October 2023, China maintained its lead in total arrivals with 1,141, although this represented a 20% decrease from the previous month.
Following closely, USA/Canada secured the second position with 716 arrivals, surpassing Taiwan and experiencing a 30% increase
compared to the previous month. Taiwan, now in third place, recorded 619 arrivals, indicating a 17% decrease from the preceding month.



Monthly Arrivals by Country Group and Percentage Share

 



ALL YEARS BY KEY MARKETS: 1980 ~ 2023 (October)
T h e  t a b l e  d i s p l a y s  a r r i v a l  d a t a  s p a n n i n g  f r o m  1 9 8 0  t o  O c t o b e r  2 0 2 3 ,  o r g a n i z e d  o n  a
y e a r l y  b a s i s  a n d  s e g m e n t e d  b y  k e y  m a r k e t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  J a p a n ,  S o u t h  K o r e a ,  T a i w a n ,
C h i n a ,  U S A / C a n a d a ,  E u r o p e ,  a n d  t h e  " O t h e r s "  c a t e g o r y .  T h e  " O t h e r s "  c a t e g o r y
e n c o m p a s s e s  a l l  r e m a i n i n g  a r r i v a l s  t h a t  d o  n o t  c o n s t i t u t e  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  p o r t i o n ,  a n d  a
d e t a i l e d  b r e a k d o w n  c a n  b e  f o u n d  o n  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  p a g e .



Airline Operations: Other scheduled and chartered airlines continue suspended operations until
further notice.

United Airlines: Scheduled Flight arriving seven times a week. Five flights arriving from Guam and
two flights arriving from the Philippines since July 2021

China Airlines: Scheduled Flight arriving two times a week from Taipei, Taiwan since April 2021

Air Niugini: Scheduled Flight arriving once a week from Brisbane, Australia since February 2023

Palau Mission Aviation (PMA): Commence Operation since August 2023 servicing Yap and Palau

Lanmei Airlines: Charter Flight Operating from Macau on April 2023  to July 2023

Cambodia Airlines: Charter Flight operating from Macau since April 2023

Jeju Airlines: Charter Flight operating from South Korea since July- August 2023

Sky Angkor Airlines: Charter Flight operating from Macau since July 2023

For flight schedules, please visit 

As tourism restart and COVID-19 Protocol have loosen up, businesses are resuming their services with
special rates and promotions. PVA continues to share and promote these local businesses by
reposting their ads on its facebook page.

October 01, 2023: Palau celebrates its 29th Independence Day at the Japan-Palau Friendship
Bridge. A day full of activities, including the 5k Walkathon, unveiling of the post office 16 states
stamps, boat race, and ending the night with a fireworks show, alongside live entertainment and
various local vendors.

October 04-12, 2023: Palauan Delegates Complete Successful Training in Japan for Eco-Friendly
Transportation - “Over the course of their training, participants had the unique opportunity to visit
various locations, including Okinawa, Miyako, and Tokyo, gaining firsthand experience and
knowledge of public transportation.” -PVA FB Page: October 18, 2023

Palau is featured on The Sydney Morning Herald - Traveller
https://www.smh.com.au/traveller/inspiration/amazing-and-crowd-free-12-of-the-world-s-most-
underrated-countries

October 07, 2023: 680 Night Market opens the month of October featuring live band and dance
entertainment filled with handicrafts and many local foods from various vendors. 
-680 Night Market FB Page: October 07, 2023

October 07, 2023: Launch of Four Seasons Explorer: “Four Seasons Explorer has marked the start of
its new adventures in Palau with a three-day launch event, October 05-07, 2023, attended by senior
dignitaries from the Palau leadership and community.” -PVA FB Page: October 09, 2023

Lonely Planet - A First-Timer’s Guide to Palau:

October 21, 2023: In time for the end of October, the 680 Night Market will be held at Ngermalk
Long Island Park, in celebration of the Koror State 40th Constitution Day. Featuring a “Spooktacular
Upcycle Creation” contest, with a night filled with various local vendors, lively music from local artists
and “Mix Plate,” and activities. -680 Night Market FB Page: October 13, 2023

OCTOBER 2023 HAPPENINGS 
 

https://www.palau-airport.com/flights-schedule

https://www.lonelyplanet.com/articles/first-time-guide-to-palau

https://www.palau-airport.com/flights-schedule
https://www.lonelyplanet.com/articles/first-time-guide-to-palau


Bi-Weekly themed event at the Japan-Palau Friendship Bridge| Airai Side (Renrak) Saturdays 5:00pm-
9:00pm. Contact PVA- State & Community Programs Department for more information on upcoming
night markets- schedule and/or participating as a vendor.

Night Market Report

@680NightMarket

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram for updates on upcoming Night Markets!

https://www.facebook.com/680NightMarket/


Web presence and social media are two integral parts of marketing Palau, to connect
with our local and international audiences. Visit our platforms for updates on local and
international activities/events.

PVA Social Media Stats

www.pristineparadisepalau.com
 

@visitpalau
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In today's interconnected world, a compelling social media presence is the gateway to inspiring travel.
Social media is another primary marketing channel to showcase Palau to a global audience of
travelers and build a loyal community.  For the month of October we are at a steady number of 58k
fans/followers on our social media platforms. Our page and profile impressions garnered a total of
53k  impressions. Palau Visitors Authority also has Visit Palau pages which cater to two of our key
markets - Taiwan and Japan. 

Page & Profile Impressions: the number of times any content from or about your Pages or accounts was displayed on a person’s screen on Facebook, Instagram, and LinkedIn.
Content includes posts, check-ins, ads, feed stories, and more.  Post Reach: The number of people who saw your posts on your Facebook, Instagram, and TikTok Pages or

accounts .Page & profile reach: the number of people who have seen any content from or about your Pages or accounts on Facebook, Instagram, etc.
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Happy 29th Independence Day  Palau!
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embarkations and disembarkations, an

Visit Palau

reactions
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https://www.facebook.com/476261011387746/posts/615768367437009
https://www.facebook.com/476261011387746/posts/621694813511031
https://www.facebook.com/476261011387746/posts/631120955901750


PR/ Media Coverage:

During the month of October, an article featuring
Palau was circulated in 10 Australian media
publications both online and print.  
Link:
https://www.theage.com.au/traveller/inspiration
/amazing-and-crowd-free-12-of-the-world-s-
most-underrated-countries-20230921-
p5e6my.html

Palau was also featured on Lonely Planet: “ A
first timer’s guide to Palau”
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https://www.instagram.com/p/Cy0JocUBCH5/
https://www.instagram.com/reel/CykgMJ8OUjI/
https://www.instagram.com/reel/CyiEDg8uH8S/


Website
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https://pristineparadisepalau.com/
https://pristineparadisepalau.com/

