
The Bureau of Customs and Border Protection (BCBP) 
PUBLIC NOTICE 

Effective: January 01, 2020 
 

 

Pursuant to RPPL 10-30, The Responsible Tourism Education Act of 2018, reef-toxic 
sunscreens are banned from import into the Republic of Palau, effective January 01, 
2020.  
 
The Ministry of Natural Resources, the Environment, and Tourism is responsible for 
issuing regulations regarding prohibited sunscreens. However, the Bureau of Customs 
and Border Protection (BCBP) Notice is hereby given to the public that any reef-toxic 
sunscreens being sold for tropical application and any person bringing any reef-toxic 
sunscreens for personal use or for any other purpose into the Republic shall be in 
violation of this Act. Any person found to be selling, offering for sale, or distributing for 
sale reef-toxic sunscreens in violation of this Act shall be subject to a civil penalty of not 
more than one thousand dollars ($1,000) per violation and shall be subject to 
confiscation.  
 
The reef-toxic sunscreens that are banned from imports include the following: 

 Oxybenzone (BP3) 

 Octylmethoxycinnamate (EHMC) 

 Octocylene (OC) 

 4-methyl-benzylidene camphor (4MBC) 

 Triclosan 

 Methyl Paraben 

 Ethyl Paraben 

 Butyl Paraben 

 Benzyl Paraben 

 Phenoxyethanol, or 

 Chemicals prohibited by the Minister pursuant to regulation 
 
If you have any concerns or questions, please contact Customs at 488-1985/6031 for 
further inquiries.  
 
 
 
 
John Tarkong Jr. 
Director,  
BCBP 


